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37 Perkins, A Treatise of the Manner and Order of Predestination, 699, la.
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38 Perkins, A Treatise of the Manner and Order of Predestination, 699, 1b-c.

39 Perkins, An Exposition of the Symbole or Creede of the Apostles, 300, 1b-d.
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41 Perkins, An Exposition of the Symbole or Creede of the Apostles, 300, 1c.
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43 Perkins, A Treatise of the Manner and Order of Predestination, 697, 2d.
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46 Perkins, A Treatise of Gods Free Grace and Mans Free Will, 704, 2b - 705, 2c.
47 Perkins, A Treatise of Gods Free Grace and Mans Free Will, 705, 2d.
48 Perkins, A Treatise of Gods Free Grace and Mans Free Will, 705, 2d - 707, 1b.
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49 Calvin, A Defense of the Secret Providence of God, 294.

50 Richard A. Muller, “The Grace, Election and Contingent Choice: Arminius's Gambit
and the Reformed Response,” in The Grace of God and the Bondage of the Will,
ed. Thomas R. Schreiner and Bruce A. Ware (Grand Rapids: Erdmans, 1995), 251.
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52 Perkins, A Treatise of Gods Free Grace and Mans Free Will, 704, 1c-d.

53 Perkins, A Treatise of Gods Free Grace and Mans Free Will, 708 1d.

b4 Perkins, An Exposition of the Symbole or Creede of the Apostles, 284, 2a.
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60 Perkins, A Treatise of the Manner and Order of Predestination, 702, lc.

61 Perkins, Commentarie, or, Exposition vpon the fiue first Chapters of the Epistle
to the Galatians (London: University of Cambridge, 1617; reprint), 450.

62 Perkins, An Exposition of the Symbole or Creede of the Apostles, 163, 1d.
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Divine Grace, in The Works of Arminius, Vol. 1ll (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,
1991), 290-291.
64 Perkins, A Treatise of the Manner and Order of Predestination, 701, 2c.
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66 Perkins, An Exposition upon the Epistle of Jude, 494, 2d.

67 Cf. Lynne Courter Boughton, “Supralapsarianism and the Role of Metaphysics in
16th Century Reformed Theology,” Westminster Theological Journal 48 (1986), 87.

68 Perkins, A Treatise of the Manner and Order of Predestination, 702, 1b.
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[Abstract]

William Perkins’ Defense for the Reformed Doctrine of
the Permission of Sin and the Divine Will

Sung Ho Lee
(Korea Theological Seminary, Associate Professor, Historical Theology)

Unlike John Calvin who firmly opposed the permission of sin,
William Perkins, the most eminent English Reformed theologian
of the late sixteenth century, defended the concept thoroughly.
Perkins has made a great contribution to the acceptance of sin
within the Reformed theology. This difference gives us the
impression that Calvin and Perkins are theologically conflicting.
But in more detail, the two have no difference in that sin is caused
by the will of God. Perkins only stressed that the acceptance of
sin is a special form of God's will. To this end, Perkins made a
detailed exegetical commentary and used the Scholasticism and
Aristotelian philosophy, which was universally accepted at that
time, more freely yet critically than ever before. As a result, Perkins
deals with this topic in a much broader and more diverse way
than Calvin. By using Scholastic distinctions such as the third will,
the secret will and signifying will, the special will and the general
will, Perkins emphasized God's will for sin and at the same time
removed God from his responsibility for sin. As such, Perkin’s
theology is very loyal to the previous Reformed theological tradition.
It is desirable to understand Perkin’s Reformed apologetics as a
theological development, not a theological break with previous
generations of the Reformation.

Key Words: William Perkins, John Calvin, Free Will, Permission, God's Decree,

Providence
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